U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY BLUE AND GOLD PROGRAM

BGO OFFICERS NEEDED IN WASHINGTON
Blue and Gold Officers are volunteers who counsel and interview students that are applying to USNA.  Each BGO performs a very important and necessary service to the USNA Admissions Office by conducting face-to-face interviews with their assigned candidates and evaluating each candidate’s true desire to attend USNA and serve in the United States Naval Service.

Blue and Gold Officers are needed in many cities and specifically in the following areas:  Chelan, Colville and Clarkston, Leavenworth, Aberdeen, Walla Walla, Vancouver, Longview, Olympia, Tacoma, Yakima, and Eastern Washington.

The program is open to men and women under age 55 who are:  Alumni, Non-Alumni, active duty, retired military, reservists, parents of midshipman/Alumni, educators, and any civilian interested in supporting USNA.  Nonpay retirement point credit is available for qualified Navy and Marine Corps Reserve Officers.

Blue and Gold Officers must have access to the internet, submit a BGO application, receive approval by USNA Admissions, and complete an open book test received from the Candidate Guidance Office (along with the BGO Program Handbook).  Blue and Gold Officers are also expected to attend a one week training session at USNA during the month of July (travel, meals and lodging will be provided by USNA) within the first two years of becoming a BGO.

USNA Admissions has a website that lists all the students that are applying to USNA.  This website includes information such as the school they attend, SAT scores, medical and physical test results, nomination information, and when the student submitted their application.  As a BGO, you would have access to the students who are assigned to you.

The BGO commitment is to contact students at their assigned schools, serve as their counselor during the admission process, conduct the formal candidate interview, and present appointment certificates at their high school awards ceremony.   Depending on the BGO’s interest and time availability, he or she is authorized to visit their assigned schools and talk to counselors, attend college fairs, and work with U.S. Representatives and Senators on nomination committees and Congressional Academy Days where Congressmen invite interested students who are in their district to visit with service academy representatives.

For more information, call Commander Katie Thurman, USN (Ret), at (206) 484-1110 or email her at k.thurman@comcast.net.
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